Revolutionising
Rugby In Oxford

Sleeping Giant

| am of the belief that the Cit
the junior-level playing talents and the large influx of student players
coming to Oxford University and Oxford Brookes respectively. Oxford is
and always will be a very transient city and for a long time now the clubs
in the city have fallen behind other local successful clubs. Henley Hawks
for example, who now compete in National Division Two, have achieved
great things . Given the size of Henley itself, the club punches well above
their weight. Having played and captained at Henley for seven successful
seasons, a number of things were clear; they were an ambitious club

who set goals on National League status, which they attained over a
small period of time; they were well supported by local businesses who
were willing to sponsor player and facility development; and they had a
large number of volunteers who had a vested interest in rugby.

In short they were a ‘“family’ C
tain their position in the higher leagues because they have a number of
factors which work against them:-
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In contrast Oxford has all of these pre-requisites. Between our two clubs Oxford Harlequins (Currently SW

1) and Oxford RFC (BBO Premier), we have one of the largest mini/junior-sections in the country. Over

recent seasons we have seen students from the Oxford University Blues squad and Oxford Brookes repre-

sent our senior teams. Younger, talented players from local Junior clubs such as Wheatley RFC, Gosford All-

Blacks RFC, Chipping Norton RFC, Grove RFC and Witney RFC have joined in order to develop and nur-

ture their talents and seek good quality coaching, some moving on to a higher representative rugby at

National Division 1 level.

One thing that is apparent is the number of gifted players who slip through the net in search of more lu-

crative rugby. Players overlook what is on their doorstep, in the search for well-reputed clubs, away from

the city. We need to have the capacity to recruit and retain players of all abilities within our organisation.

The Way Forward

The City of Oxford Rugby Partnership was formed between members of Oxford RFC (1909) and Oxford

Harlequins RFC (1997) at the end of the 2005-2006 season, with the sole aim of improving rugby within

Oxford and creating a clear *‘Rugby Pathway’ for al/l
Plans are already underway to launch an academy system for the 2007-08 season, improving the transi-

tion phase from Junior to Senior level, accommodating those players who wish to play social rugby and

those ‘stars’ of the future, who wi || assist us in t
The location and facilities have huge potential, a stones throw from A34 by-pass. We are keen to generate

business links and increase the multi-use capacity of this freehold site.

The signs are good so far! We are mid-way through our first season in partnership, Oxford Harlequins 1st XV

are currently on 14pts (Their total for 2005-06 season), the 2nd XV are sitting at the top of BBO Premier

CAY Division, and Oxford RFC are challenging the | ea
How Can You Help?

Our most Senior team is on the fringe of the National Divisions, with your support we can reach our full
potential. We don’'t have the support of a
we do have are a collection of players from 4th team level through to the 1st team who want to be suc-
cessful, and an ambitious committee who wish to host first-class rugby and develop a facility which can
accommodate players of all abilities.

We invite individuals, groups or organisations to assist us with this venture, in any capacity, be it behind the
scenes voluntary work, sponsorship, business partnership or even as a spectator on a Saturday.
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Yours in Rugby
Matthew Maudsley
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